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ARTICLE NO. 14. RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING
MIDWIVES IN THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
(Filed, secretary state's office-September 29, 1937.)
Section 1., All midwives shall register with the local registrar and
also at the County Health Department.
Sec. 2. Requirements for Registration.
(1) In order to secure a Certificate of Registration a midwife shall
first demonstrate her ability to read and write. She shall have reasonable
clear vision, average intelligence, and good general health. She shall obtain
from the Health Officer or a private physician each year a certificate
stating that she is free from communicable diseases.
(2) Every midwife shall be successfully vaccinated against smallpox,
inoculated against typhoid fever, and have a negative Wassermann test
for syphilis.
(3) Before becoming eligible to register, all midwives are required to
attend a course of instructions of at least ten lessons to be given to
midwifery classes in the counties by either State or County nurses. At the
conclusion of this course certificates may be granted to those whom the
instructor considers competent to register. No certificate will be issued
until this course has been completed. These certificates are valid for one
year only, and shall be renewed each year by the County Health Officer,
and may be withdrawn at the discretion of the County Health Officer.
A fee of twenty-five cents shall be charged for the issuance of each
certificate and for each renewal, said fee shall be paid to the County
Health Officer or nurse and disbursed by them in defraying expenses of
State Midwife Institutes. The midwife shall also be required to attend
a State Institute for instructing midwives unless excused by the County
Health Officer.
(4) No person who has failed to obtain and hold a certificate as set
forth above, shall practice midwifery in this State.
Sec. 3. (1) In each county the midwife shall be subject to the super-
vision and control of the County Health Officer.
(2) Midwives shall report to the Public Health Nurse of their com-
munity whenever requested to do so.
Sec. 4. Regulations.
(1) A midwife, before attending a woman in confinement, shall wash
her hands and arms with warm water and soap; and afterwards wash in
a quart of warm water containing a teaspoonful of lysol, or carbolic acid,
or other antiseptic.
(2) She shall keep herself clean, and also her patient, bed, clothing
and all that comes in contact with her.
(3) She shall not pass her fingers or any instrument into the birth
canal of the woman for the purpose of examination or for any other
purpose.
(4) A midwife shall endeavor to secure the assistance of a physician
if the child is not born after twenty-four hours of labor.


